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In the spring of 2008, the Nottoway County Board of Education, Nottoway,
Virginia being desirous of providing improved physical education facilities
for its children, commissioned HDH Associates, P.C. to design three
auxiliary gymnasiums. These were to be located at Blackstone Primary,
Crewe Primary and Burkeville Elementary. Each gym was to provide a
high school level standard basketball court with optional volleyball
equipment and seating as required for parental observation. Each facility
was to also be available to the public when not in use by the school.

To achieve maximum economic efficiency, all three gymnasiums were
designed as identical buildings. However, existing topography and
property lines dictated special designs for connecting links to each school to
allow access during inclement weather. Each connecting link incorporated
restroom facilities, control offices, and equipment storage.

The design of each building was based on the most efficient pre-engineered
metal building structure with a gabled metal roof and metal siding
system. To improve the aesthetic quality of the gymnasium, a four foot
high brick wall was added which also increased the protection from
damage. The connecting links were also of brick to match the adjoining
schools. Wood gymnasium floors were provided and excellent sound
control was achieved by use of cementitious and wood fiber interior wall
finishes. Continuous blanket roof insulation supported by a vinyl fabric
liner system proved additional sound control as well as energy
conservation.
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